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FACT
In Iceland we have 13 

Santa Clauses.  As a 

kid, you get a gift 
from 

every one of them.

EXPERIENCE 

IS THE NAME  
EVERYONE GIVES THEIR MISTAKES 

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
It was definitely working in a casteless village in India when I was 19 years old. It made me realize I wanted 
my work to be somehow related to people and society. I had the opportunity to work with young kids 
who were exluded from Indian society, beaten up and sold like their lives didn’t matter. It was the most 
life-changing experience I’ve ever had.  To get to be a part of peoples lives and offer them some hope, is a 
feeling that is really impossible to describe. 

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
Build a snow-house in Norway and sleep in it, it’s the stupidest thing I’ve ever done; Never again. 

What would you like to do after the course?
I think it’s very likely that I’ll go back to Iceland and wait for our next volcano to go off. than report on it and 
try teaching the world to pronounce “Eyjafjallajökull” correctly.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I wanted to put my education in Anthropology into use, anthropology gives you an opportunity to gain 
insight into matters that are not always easily assessable to everyone. You get to look under the surface and 
I wanted to have the chance to write about these matters, for example about minority matters that are not 
often covered well enough in the media.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Coming home after living in India for couple of months and to face modernity after living the rural life. It was 
just taking a warm shower everyday knowing about the people I left behind or taking part in conversation 
about everyday life; To listen to people nag about taxes and traffic jams and try to take it seriously. Knowing 
and never forgetting what I had left behind in India. 

Svanlaug was born in Reykjavík, Iceland’s capital. Although she has lived there most of her life, she 
has spent some time abroad; after graduating from high school, she volunteered in India, where 
she worked in a village with the ‘Casteless’ both teaching and fighting for their rights, an experi-
ence which completely changed her life. This experience was one of the reasons she chose to 
major in Anthropology at the University of Iceland. While doing her Bachelor in Anthropology and 
Political Science, she joined the University’s Anthropology Paper as a writer and later on as the Edi-
tor. Svanlaug is passionate about human rights and has volunteered for various projects on those 
matters. One of Svanlaug’s other interests is sports,, she loves football, volleyball and rock climbing.

nationality
Icelandic

EMail
svanaa12@gmail.com

twitter
@svanaa12

next year
Swansea

Svanlaug arnadottir
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Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
Walking the Camino de Santiago in Northern Spain with my father. Walking through these expressive chang-
ing landscapes was moving. This is a place I will definitely return to in the future.

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
Skydiving in New Zealand was literally crazy. It scared the hell out of me and I’m never going to do that 
again. It was ridiculous. In the future I would like to join an excursion with Bedouins through the desert of 
Sahara - and write a story about it.

What would you like to do after the course?
I would like to go back to comparative literature to write a Phd on some of the relations between globaliza-
tion and the way it affects the aspects of the term ‘world literature’.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
Being part of an international environment at the Mundus Journalism has given me the chance to meet 
people from all around the globe and that’s pretty fascinating. I’m here to get more knowledge and insight 
on the here-and-now world and to see which interesting parallels I will be able to draw to my BA in com-
parative literature.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Moving from the local and familiar society in Gadbjerg to a new one in Aarhus was pretty challenging to me 
and it took me a while before I had settled mentally.

Tinus Elsig is 24 years old, was born in Vejle and has lived most of his life in a small village called 
Gadbjerg. Before moving to Aarhus to start his BA in comparative literature he was in Greenland in 
the navy for 4 months. He has traveled a lot and visited countries such as New Zealand, Thailand, 
Vietnam and Malaysia. Tinus has worked as a freelance journalist at various Danish magazines 
and today he’s the editor of the country’s largest free youth magazine, TJECK Magazine. He enjoys 
sports (especially football), music (especially classical and jazz) and wine (all sorts). 

FACT
The Danes are the 

happiest people in 

the world 

nationality
Danish

EMail
tinus@tjeck.dk

twitter
-   

next year
Hamburg

Tinus Elsig The boat is safer anchored at the port

but that's not the aim
 of boats
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FACT
There are more 

than 600 different 

varieties of bread in 

Germany

nationality
German

EMail
widmann.tobias@gmx.de

twitter
-

next year
Amsterdam

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
The first internship at a small local newspaper, when I was 15 years old, which opened my eyes for the world 
of journalism and finally led me to the Mundus master program. 

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
The craziest thing so far, was probably the year I spent in Tokyo, which is a huge, vibrant and really crazy city.

What would you like to do after the course?
I don’t know for sure in which direction I want to go after the course but I want to find a job, with which I 
can identify and feel good about. I would also love to work in different countries and regions of this world.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
The main reason for choosing the Mundus program was the unique internationality of this course. Studying 
with nice people from so many different parts of the world is really a one-time opportunity

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Finding an apartment in Aarhus. 

Tobias was born and grew up in Heilbronn, in the South of Germany. After finishing High School, 
he had the chance to experience multicultural diversity by living in many different cities, in two 
different countries: Munich, Bochum, Heidelberg in Germany and Tokyo. 
Tobias holds a BA Degree in East Asian Studies and Economics from Heidelberg University. He 
has worked as a freelance journalist with various newspapers. His biggest achievement to date 
is having a full-page article published in an important German newspaper. Tobias’ last job was at 
the local newspaper in Heidelberg and at a student magazine. His passions are: politics, literature, 
music and travel.

Tobias Widmann  Da stehe ich nun, ich armer Thor 
 Und bin so klug 

als wie zuvor
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FACT
Mongolia is th

e only 

country that has more 

horses than the entire 

population. 

nationality
Mongolian

EMail
uundaa@gmail.com  

twitter
@uundaa

next year
London

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
The Opening Ceremony of London’s Olympic Games. Covering the opening ceremony as the only journal-
ist from Mongolia was a great learning experience and a once- in a lifetime opportunity.

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
Biking up- hills in Aarhus was the craziest idea I have ever thought of.
As a Mongolian, I’m not used to biking, it was one of the most difficult things I had to do; but, so far so good.

What would you like to do after the course?
I would like to pursue my studies to obtain a higher academic degree in the best possible destination and 
university. I have lots of ambitions and passion. I wish I had the next revolutionary idea to change the world! 

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I want to explore new opportunities and discover the world around me while studying abroad. I want to 
challenge myself in a different environment and around many new people. I want to learn new things and 
exchange some experiences with other young people from all around the world. That describes exactly the 
Erasmus Mundus PWrogram.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Learning Danish! The pronunciation is too complicated and confusing. But I still have great hopes of 
improving

Born and raised in Ulaanbaatar, capital city of Mongolia, Undral is an ambitious and bright guy in 
the field of economics. He received his Bachelor degree in economics from the National University 
of Mongolia. Whilst studying numbers and the complicated theories of economics, he also worked 
as sports journalist for one of the biggest media companies in Mongolia, UBS TV.Since 2008, he 
has been writing reports, articles and notes in his leisure time. He even worked at the London 
2012 Olympic Games as one of the youngest journalists there, and he was an accredited journal-
ist for the Guangzhou 2010 Asian Games. During his time in Mongolia, he was nominated as one 
of the best football commentators in the country and has worked at various competitions, such 
as  those for Athletics, Basketball and Swimming.
Not only is Undral interested in sports and numbers, he is also addicted to rock music, traveling 
and social media. He is especially interested in the fields of sustainable development and social 
entrepreneurship.

Undral Amarsaikhan If you endeavor,  

fate
will favor you
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nationality
Cameroonian

EMail
meetvandy@yahoo.com

twitter
@meetvandy1

next year
Hamburg 

FACT
The natural, cultural and bio-

logical diversity of Cameroon 

has won it the nickname ‘Africa 

in miniature’. It is th
e whole 

of Africa put together in one 

country

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
When I was 13, my dad convinced me to join a holiday radio program for kids. This is where I discovered 
my love for the media and as a result of that, I am a journalist.

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
In Secondary School, I dared to play basketball with a team of male professionals (all players taller than 
1,85 m). I obviously got run over and have never returned to a Basketball court since then.

What would you like to do after the course?
I would love to build a PAN African Media Empire in Cameroon.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I chose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism course because it gives me the opportunity to study in two different 
countries and galvanize as many ideas as I need for my PAN African media project.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
My biggest challenge has been coping with the pressures that come with being a woman in the media. It 
might be hard to understand from a Western perspective, but where I come from there is a lot of negative 
meaning and conflicts attached to women in media professions.

Vandoline was born in Bamenda, a beautiful city in the North West region of Cameroon. She spent 
the greater part of her life in the capital city, Yaounde, but also worked in the economic metropolis, 
Douala. Vandoline studied a Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism and Mass Communication 
at the University of Buea. Soon after graduating, she was recruited to work as a Reporter and 
News Anchor at Equinoxe TV, where she stayed for two years. In the first part of 2010, Vandoline 
got a job at the Department for Image Building, International Communication and Cooperation 
in Cameroon’s Ministry of Communication. Alongside her job, she took a post-graduate course in 
Communication for Health and the Environment at the Advanced School of Mass Communication 
in Yaounde. Vandoline is passionate about reading, writing, singing and new languages. In addition, 
everyone is welcome to test her on an African dance floor: ‘It is never that serious!’

Vandoline Nkwain in souls, nobly born, valour
 does not depend upon age
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nationality
Dutch

EMail
vicsandkuyl@live.nl

twitter
@vicsandkuyl

next year
Hamburg

live laugh love 

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
When I was 18, I went to Peru and started writing a travel blog. That is how I’ve discovered that I like to 
write about adventures and that I wanted to make a career out of it.

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
I was in Bangkok travelling with friends and we decided to do something to shock the rest of our friends 
back home. So we got a tongue piercing, which we removed 3 months after coming back.

What would you like to do after the course?
If I can dream big, I want to be the next Louis Theroux, a British documentary maker. He makes humanistic 
documentaries about intriguing worlds and secret subcultures that you never knew existed. It must be so 
interesting to make such kind of documentaries. Another dream of me, I would love to be a news anchor!

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
The content really draw my attention because my Bachelor degree on Journalism provided me the techni-
cal skills and I felt I wanted to complement them with analytical skills. Also, I’ve chosen this course because I 
wanted to study abroad and it seemed like a good opportunity.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
My biggest challenge to date is to figure out what to do with the rest of my life. There are so many things I 
would love to do, but the question is, what do I want to do most of all?

victorine Sandkuyl

Victorine  was born in Singapore, then moved  to Canada and has lived in Holland since she was 
5 years old. She first lived in Breda, but when she was 19 she left the city to move to Amsterdam 
for her studies. She has resided there up until now. 
Victorine studied at Hogeschool Utrecht, where she obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism spe-
cialised in broadcasting. During this studies, she took an internship in Nicaragua, which deepened 
her passion for other cultures and making stories about it.  
She loves watching TV series’, making short movies, taking photos, and having deep conversations 
about life. This is probably  the reason for her dream to produce great humanitarian documenta-
ries about intriguing worlds and secret subcultures that are yet unknown. 

FACT
In Amsterdam, there 

are more bikes than 

people living there.
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Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
Denmark six years ago in the International TV Class at the Danish School of Journalism, where I have met 
the teacher who taught me everything I know about television (and most parts of life) – Nancy Graham 
Holm. It’s always about the person who sees your potential, knows exactly what to do with it and is able to 
encourage you to fight for your dreams when you are about to give up. She is the reason why I am here 
today, chasing yet another dream. 

What would you like to do after the course?
I have two years to figure it out. The course is a place where I take a break from actual reporting/producing, 
look back, evaluate and see if journalism is the path I want to continue following, or I will embrace other 
challenges. 

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I did my Erasmus year at the Danish School of Journalism in 2006-2007. After my M.A. in the U.S. in 2010, 
which did not quite fit my expectations, I decided to risk and try another one. Just this time I was sure what 
I am getting into – that I’d be getting all A league teachers and the knowledge on how the world actually 
works I lacked. Until now this feeling has not been proved wrong.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Getting to know all 100+something Mundusians in the class, remembering their names and actually associat-
ing it with their face and countries they come from.

Viktorija was born and raised in Lithuania, with a big wish to become a citizen of the world – as 
much as she loves Vilnius, Viktoriya wants to make many more capitals of the world her home. 
When not chasing that dream, she’s head-over-heels in love with the TV world – pictures, sounds, 
music, lights (especially the one “on air”), both doing TV news reporting and producing News pro-
grams at the control room. One of Viktorija’s biggest achievements to date is getting a Fulbright 
Fellowship and finishing her M.A. in Journalism and Public Affairs (Broadcast track) at the Ameri-
can University in Washington D.C. (USA). This allowed her to intern with Voice of America TV2 
Africa and Special English divisions. Viktorija‘s last job before leaving it all for the Mundus program 
was working as a TV producer of a 45 minute live news programme. When not working she loves 
video editing, cycling in the woods, dancing and storming the pubs with friends.

FACT
In the summers 

Lithuanians eat sev-

eral tonnes of cold 

beet soup. 

nationality
Lithuanian 

EMail
vikrin01@gmail.com 

twitter
@Vikencija

next year
London

VIKTORIJA Rinkeviciute If you want a world to be a better place

 take a look at the yourself
 and make that change
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FACT
If you are granted the freedom 

of the City of London, you are 

allowed to herd a flock of sheep 

across London Bridge. 

Something archaic to 

aspire to, maybe?

nationality
English 

EMail
viral_shah@hotmail.co.uk

twitter
@ ViralShah91

next year
London 

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
When I travelled (cliché-alert) to India for the first time in 2006 and saw my extended family for the first 
time. It was an eye-opener regarding how ridiculously privileged a life in England is, relatively speaking.

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
I did a charity hitchhike to Croatia last Easter, which was pretty awesome.

What would you like to do after the course?
I’d like to continue to work freelance or get a staff job at a sports or a politics magazine, writing stuff in the 
context of business.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I have always wanted to live abroad and the course was good for transitioning from an academic degree to 
a more practical approach to journalism. 

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Finding a bike in Aarhus.

Viral was born in London, and has lived in London, Coventry and Leamington Spa. He studied 
English Literature for his BA at Warwick University. Regarding his journalistic experience he has 
worked as a freelancer for some football magazines, written a few news pieces for various news-
papers and also edited the sports section of the university newspaper. Recently, Viral worked in 
Media and Communications for a couple of cross-party think-tanks, while writing a chapter on Ay-
rton Senna for the University of Mississippi anthology. He is most proud of getting a cover feature 
on Manchester City footballer Yaya Touré for Champions magazine.  Sports and Politics Reporting 
are his passions, but Viral is conscious of the fact that finance and business has a pervading influ-
ence over both.

Viral Shah Never use a metaphor, simile or other

 figure of speech 
which you are used to in print, 

Never use a long word where a short one will do
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FACT
China is a la

nd 

where Nothing is 

impossible

nationality
Chinese

EMail
shiyansherry@gmail.com

twitter
http://weibo.com/heysherry 

next year
London

YAN SHI(SHERRY) It is the ups and downs, the unexpected 
that make life shine

Cherish what you hold and learn to dance 
in the sunshine and rain

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
In 2010 I took an internship in the Danish Consulate in Shanghai for half a year as the operational/ commer-
cial assistant. That was how I came to know about Denmark, without this experience, I wouldn’t have had 
so much interest in Nordic culture. Maybe I would not be in the Erasmus Mundus program here in Aarhus. 

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
In 2012, I decided to quit my job. With only 300 Euros; I traveled alone in Thailand for a month. I spent 7 
days in a monastery in Chiangmai, learning meditation and exploring the inner world. From then on, I made 
up my mind to love myself more and cherish the present moments. 

What would you like to do after the course?
I would like to keep on traveling and embrace more challenges. My next destination could be the United 
States. I also dream about setting up my own enterprise that would deal with communications between 
China and other countries.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
The diversity of the class is what attracted me the most. 101 students from 48 countries — how convenient 
it is if you ever need any help or tips on travelling around the world.

Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
After graduation, I gave up a stable job and chose to co-build a business from scratch with a diplomat 
from the Danish Embassy. Without any business background or experience, I was in charge of everything: 
company registration, employees’ recruitment, search for partnerships, and sales, marketing and other daily 
operations. You simply need to try, and try harder, never give up.

Yan is an enthusiastic and dedicated woman. She is passionate about adventures and challenges. She enjoys trying 
something new, as she believes the world is filled with amazing stories and beauty that await us and invite us to 
explore. Born in the mountainous city of ChongQing in West China, Yan moved to Shanghai and has studied and 
worked there for the past six years. At the Shanghai International Studies University, she immersed herself not only 
in the task of teaching Chinese as a foreign language but also continued to add numerous work experiences to her 
curriculum. She has worked: as a commercial assistant at the Danish Consulate, acted as a PA to the CEO of one 
of China’s largest real estate groups, for a business start-up after graduation, has head hunted and has freelanced 
in translation, marketing, PR and business development. She likes to share stories with people and encourage oth-
ers to follow their hearts. As Yan puts it: ‘whenever you feel the inner call, capture it, stick to it, and fight to the end..
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Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
During my exchange year in the US I worked for a German press agency in New York. On the one hand, it 
was quite challenging but on the other hand, it was really interesting and relaxing. My colleagues were great. 
New York is a big city, there are always stories happening

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
I don’t know if that’s the craziest thing I’ve ever done, but interviewing the actresses from the TV show 
“Girls” while I was in New York was a great experience.

What would you like to do after the course?W
I would like to find a job in my hometown – Hamburg. However, sometime later I would like to move to the 
US and work as a print journalist there. I always wanted to write when I thought of becoming a journalist. I 
really like to be more behind the scenes.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?W
Studying abroad earlier in my life was a great experience for me. That is why I have chosen this course. I 
was hoping to meet interesting people from different countries. I thought it would be a great opportunity 
to make connections and find new friends. I also think you can learn a lot.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
Learning Danish. Hopefully I will achieve it during my year in Aarhus.

Yasmin was born in Hamburg and lived there until she turned 18. Before starting her BA she 
interned for a summer at the Hamburger Abendblatt, a daily newspaper in Germany. Then Yas-
min moved to Eichstätt (Bavaria) to study Journalism for three years. During her BA, she spent a 
semester abroad at the American University in Washington D.C. which she considers to be one of 
her best experiences so far.  Right after her semester abroad, Yasmin interned at German Press 
Agency (dpa) in New York where she learned a lot and was very busy since there are always a 
lot of stories in New York. Yasmin also spent some time at the UN headquarters with a cool boss 
who even invited her over to spend Christmas with his family. Yasmin’s hobbies are running, yoga, 
cooking and baking, and of course, spending time with friends.

FACT
With 2500 bridges, 

Hamburg is th
e city 

with most bridges in 

Europe.

nationality
German 

EMail
yasmin_wolkow@web.de

twitter
- 

next year
London

Yasmin Wolkow Phantasie ist wichtiger als Wissen 
denn Wissen ist begrenzt 
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FACT
The Rideau Canal, which 

runs through Ottawa, 

is the world’s large
st 

outdoor skatin
g rink at 

7.8 km.

nationality
Canadian/Finnish 

EMail
czcrobertson@gmail.com

twitter
@no.dreamed

next year
Hamburg

Tell us about one experience which changed your life/career?
I traveled to Iceland on my own three years ago. The landscape was incredible. On the way to Reykjavik from 
the airport, if you looked out the window to your left, the sun was setting and it was an enormous, glowing 
orb, and out the window on the righthand side, the moon was rising and it was huge. 

What is the craziest thing you have ever done/want to do?
I am planning to go for a spin on the tracks at the Segway amusement park here in Aarhus. 

What would you like to do after the course?
In the next few years, I would like to get into visual journalism as well. After the course, I want to continue 
writing within the culture section. I’m also interested in subcultures, how identities exist and are formed 
within and between people and social groups.

Why did you choose the Erasmus Mundus Journalism Course?
I chose it specifically for the specialism in Hamburg. I’m interested in transcultural communications also in my 
creative writing so it’s a double plus for me. Also, the group is so international. It’s an opportunity to meet 
people from very different places and for journalism, that’s such an advantage.

 Tell us about your biggest challenge to date? 
I was very shy as a kid, and journalism has been beneficial for that because it’s an impetus for moving past 
that habit. It’s a purpose for asking, speaking up, and then retelling. 

Zoë was born in Geneva, Switzerland. She moved to Ottawa, Canada when she was three years 
old. Later, she moved to Finland for a year to practise her Swedish. She moved back to Canada 
and finished high school there. She went to university in Montreal, Quebec. For her BA, Zoë studied 
English literature. She’s really into creative writing and loves reading. Before the Erasmus Mundus 
Master program, Zoë contributed to her school’s newspaper and her journalistic experience is 
based on the work she did as an editor for a literary magazine at her university. She has also 
taken an internship at a poetry magazine. Zoë is most passionate about storytelling and creative 
writing. 

ZoE Robertson klapaucius
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